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TOPIC: 
 

Allocation of revenues and expenses for the Life Sciences 
Interdisciplinary Graduate Programs 

 
CONTEXT: 
 

There are five interdisciplinary graduate programs that are the 
responsibility of the Council of Life Sciences deans with a lead dean 
designated for each of the programs.  The five interdisciplinary 
graduate programs are Biophysics; Environmental Sciences; 
Molecular, Cellular, and Developmental Biology (MCDB); 
Neuroscience; and the Ohio State Biochemistry Program (OSBP).  
These programs are examples of interdisciplinary activity that should 
be encouraged and enhanced.  In order to clarify the revenues and 
costs associated with the programs, a subcommittee of the Council of 
Life Sciences deans prepared the attached report detailing how 
marginal changes in resources and costs should be allocated going 
forward under budget restructuring.  

 
PRINCIPLES GUIDING INTERDISCIPLINARY GRADUATE 
PROGRAMS: 
 

The following principles were developed to guide the allocation of 
resources for the Life Sciences interdisciplinary graduate programs.  
However, they can serve as models for principles guiding other 
interdisciplinary instructional programs or courses. 
 
• The University values multidisciplinary research and graduate 

education.  The Life Sciences interdisciplinary graduate programs 
facilitate such activities. 

• The budgeting system should not create disincentives for advising 
graduate students in interdisciplinary graduate programs. 

• Responsibility for funding the Life Sciences interdisciplinary 
graduate programs will be the shared responsibility of the Life 
Sciences Deans. 



• The Council of Life Sciences Deans and its Subcommittee on 
Interdisciplinary Graduate Programs are responsible for oversight 
of the Life Sciences interdisciplinary graduate programs. 

• Each interdisciplinary graduate program has a base budget for 
program administration, recruiting and support of first year 
graduate students. 

• The majority of the expenses for the education of students in 
interdisciplinary graduate programs fall to the Colleges of the 
advisers.  Therefore, the majority of the revenues should also flow 
to the Colleges. 

• These principles deal with the marginal changes in revenues and 
expenses for the interdisciplinary graduate programs. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

Distribute the report to deans and department chairs as an example of 
how to share marginal changes in revenues and expenses for 
interdisciplinary instructional programs. 

 
 


